After Years in Agriculture, College Opens

Door to New Career for Imperial Valley
College Graduate Edna Mora

May 2026

Edna Mora’s journey is a powerful example of persistence, family support and the life-changing
impact of community college education.

In 2016, Mora arrived in the United States from Mexico as a single mother of three. Determined to
provide for her family, she first searched for work in retail and fast food but faced challenges securing
stable employment. She ultimately found work as an agricultural laborer in Imperial County, where
she worked long hours harvesting tomatoes, lettuce and artichokes. Despite the demands of
fieldwork, she remained committed to building a better future for her children.

Just before the COVID-19 pandemic, Mora enrolled at Imperial Valley College (IVC). Early in her
academic journey, she struggled with technology and considered withdrawing. Encouraged by her
children, who promised to support her through these challenges, she persevered. For the next five
years, Mora balanced physically demanding farm labor with her coursework, demonstrating
remarkable resilience and determination.

In June 2025, Mora earned dual associate’s degrees in early childhood education and behavioral
science. As graduation approached, she turned to the IVC Career Services Center to support her
transition into the workforce. Career Services staff helped her develop a resume that highlighted both
her academic achievements and transferable skills gained through years of agricultural work. She also
participated in multiple mock interviews to build confidence and improve her professional
communication skills.

Through that support and preparation, Mora landed her first job in the United States outside of
agriculture as a teacher's assistant at a private preschool in El Centro. Shortly after, IVC hired her as a
substitute Early Childhood Education teacher.

Mora recently reached another major career milestone earlier this month when IVC offered her a full-
time, permanent position as an early childhood education teacher.

Mora said that her education and professional growth have had a profound impact on both her life
and the lives of her children. Her new career has brought financial stability and a greater sense of
security for her family.
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Equally important, she modeled the value of education and perseverance for her children, inspiring
them to pursue their own academic and professional goals. Today, her eldest child is preparing to
graduate from San Diego State University with a degree in finance, her middle child will soon graduate
from the University of California, San Diego, with a degree in political science, and her youngest is
currently enrolled at IVC.

Mora expresses deep gratitude to the various departments at IVC that supported her journey,
including Extended Opportunity Programs and Services, counseling, Financial Aid, Transfer Center and
Career Services Center. She credits the dedication, empathy and guidance of faculty and staff for
helping her stay the course and achieve her goals.

Looking ahead, Mora is considering pursuing a bachelor’s degree to continue her personal and
professional growth. Her story reflects the mission of the region’s SWP: to help students achieve
meaningful, career-aligned employment that transforms lives, strengthens families and contributes to
the regional economy.
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