Regional Leaders Present Career

Education Innovations at
Spring CCCAOE Conference

May 2026

Leaders from the San Diego & Imperial Counties Community Colleges Regional Consortium (SDI RC)
and partner colleges took center stage at the Spring 2026 California Community College Association
for Occupational Education (CCCAOE) Conference in Sacramento, with 15 presenters leading six
presentations focused on the innovation and collaboration driving career education advancement
and student success across the San Diego and Imperial region.

Regional presenters shared promising practices and scalable strategies across topics, including adult
learner success, employer engagement and student-centered career pathways. Highlights included
“Create Access and Opportunity for the Next Generation of Fire Technology Professionals Through
Pre-Apprenticeship to Degree Pathways,” presented by Darren Hall, Joseph Stark and Todd
Braverman; “Strategies and Resources to Develop and Expand the WBL Ecosystem,” presented by
Edward Matthews and Tanysha Laney; “Implement Practical Tools to Streamline CLNA and Perkins
Reporting,” presented by Qingai Xu and Edward Matthews; and “Career Education Capacity: Regional
Model of Professional Learning for Faculty and Counselors,” presented by Danene Brown, Kevin
McMackin and Joy Lewis.

Additional sessions showcased cross-sector collaboration and data-informed student supports,
including “From Data to Pathways: How K-16 Partnerships Built Student-Centered Tools,” presented
by Jennifer Macarthy, Tanya Meyer, Danene Brown, Stephanie Bradley and Erin Carter; and “Insights
and Strategies for Strengthening Adult Learner Success,” presented by Tasi Matthews and Annie Li.

Regional partner, Taylor Dune of Capitol Impact, delivered the keynote address, sharing insights on
reimagining college and industry partner connections, while SDI RC Chair Dr. Danene Brown joined
the closing panel discussion on the role of coalitions in advancing career technical education.

Together, these presentations highlighted the region’s continued commitment to collaboration,
equitable student access and building pathways that connect students to meaningful careers and

economic mobility.

Learn more here.
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