
 

WDC 4.22.26 minutes 

SDIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE  
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Wednesday, April 22, 2026 

10:00 am to 11:30 am 
CCCAOE Spring Conference 

Golden State Room (Hyatt Hotel Sacramento/2nd Floor) 
 

MINUTES 
VOTING MEMBERS: 
Javier Ayala, Dean, Career Technical Education/Workforce Development, Grossmont College  
Jennifer Lewis, Dean of School of Applied Technology & Hospitality Management, Southwestern College, 
Southwestern College) 
Benjamin Gamboa, Associate Dean, Career Education, MiraCosta College (on behalf of Annie Ngo, Dean, 
Career Education, MiraCosta College) 
Jennifer Peña, Associate Dean, Career Education, San Diego Miramar College (on behalf of Claudia 
Estrada-Howell, Dean of the School of Business, Technical Careers & Workforce Initiatives, San Diego 
Miramar College) 
Monica Romero, Dean, School of Business & Technology, San Diego Mesa College  
Nichol Roe, Dean, Career, Technical, and Extended Education (CTEE), Palomar College  
 
NON-VOTING MEMBERS: 
Genaro Ayala, Job Placement Case Manager, Imperial Valley College 
Molly Ash, Director, Apprenticeship Program Development, MiraCosta College 
Stephanie Bradley, Program Coordinator, SDI Regional Consortium 
Danene Brown, Regional Chair, SDI Regional Consortium 
Sally Cox, COE, Foundation for Grossmont & Cuyamaca Colleges 
Julio Diaz, AgSTEP Specialist, Imperial Valley College  
Taylor Dunne-Woof, Program Director, Capitol Impact 
Sue Fisher, Project Manager, Contracts & Purchasing, Foundation for Grossmont & Cuyamaca Colleges 
Michael Gracia, CTE Research Expert, San Diego College of Continuing Education  
Diana Grant-Davie, Senior Partner Relations Specialist, Foundation for California Community Colleges 
Brett Houser, Dean, Health & Public Safety, Imperial Valley College 
Darren Hall, Fire Tech Director, San Diego Miramar College 
Alexis Knapek, Sr. Grants Administrative Specialist, Palomar College 
Danielle Lauria, Dean of Nursing, Health & Wellness, MiraCosta College 
Yesenia Lazcano, Apprenticeship, Palomar College 
Annie Li, CTE Research Expert, San Diego Community College District 
Edward Matthews, Career Education Program Manager San Diego Community College District 
Tasi Matthews, Regional Professional Development Manager, San Diego & Imperial Center of Excellence 
Kevin McMackin, Director, Strategic Partnerships, SDI Regional Consortium  
Renee Nasori, Career Services Supervisor, Grossmont College 
Arni Neff, Acting Career Center Supervisor, San Diego Miramar College 
Wendy Nelson, Acting Associate Dean, Palomar College 
Amertah Perman, Dean, Career Education & Workforce Development, San Diego Community College 
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District  
Keshia Peterson, Workforce Development Specialist, Foundation for California Community Colleges 
Lynn Phan, Senior Manager, All California  
Tina Recalde, Interim Superintendent / President, Palomar College 
Steven Slatten, Administrative Assistant, San Diego Miramar College 
Joseph Stark, Director of Apprenticeship, SDI Regional Consortium 
Michelle Tillman, Supervisor, Career Center, Palomar College 
Zitlali Torres, California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office 
Sunny Xu, Workforce System Manager, San Diego Community College District 
Sonia Yaddgo, Job Placement Case Manager, Grossmont College  
 
D. Brown called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
1. Welcome and Approval of 3-13-26 Minutes (Lead CTE Deans Only), by D, Brown 
Motion to approve B. Gamboa, second by N. Roe, unanimously approved (J. Ayala, J. Lewis, B. Gamboa, J. 
Peña, M. Romero, N. Roe) 

 
2. Program Recommendations from Deans’ Council, by J. Lewis 

• Applied Artificial Intelligence; New; SD Mesa; CoA 
 
3. CCCAOE Updates by J. Pena, SDI Regional Vice President, CCCAOE 
 
4. Chancellor’s Office Updates by Z. Torres 
 
5. Impactful Employer Engagement in the Southern Border Region, by T. Dunne-Woof, Program Director, 
Capitol Impact 

• Please see our Resource Library for presentation 
 
6. Roundtable  
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.  
 
The next WDC meeting will be Friday, May 1, 2026 (virtual). Topic will Apprenticeships, featuring an 
employer panel and report from the San Diego & Imperial Center of Excellence. 
 
Archived meeting minutes, presentations and handouts can be found in the Resources Library. 

https://sdiregionalconsortium.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/WDC-3.13.26-Minutes.pdf
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fregionalcte.org%252fbrowse%252fZR8wV%26c%3DE%2C1%2CQQ0CgA9BWYz2x9y0rgHs9En11Z7hwFslm3dQtLMCO_-5uIUykNONn5nHrsLeVl0JscKgmRF64i0pJCn5QxPhJNWrQ3XrZ3UyN3ClTrSxcZcztHZ_znT9qisdt-s%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7C%7C43ef41b377104b93bc8408de99d162b6%7C29eb4092cc454f0089bca444189b8fca%7C0%7C0%7C639117321757802917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tm%2F0RpbKkuMY3fYyJ9V0BCKgCEPF9CRZStRXD%2FPPSjw%3D&reserved=0
https://sdiregionalconsortium.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Regional-Meeting-Updates-SP-2026-Updated-4.17.26.pdf
https://sdiregionalconsortium.org/resources/resource-library/april-22-2026-workforce-development-council-meeting-cccaoe/
https://sdiregionalconsortium.org/resources/resource-library/april-22-2026-workforce-development-council-meeting-cccaoe/

