
STEAMin g  up  
Cu rr icu lum :
Creat in g  Career  
Aw aren ess in  
Kin d erg ar t en W ork  Based  Learn ing  

Sum m it  2019



Think of your 5 year old self...
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Our HOPES
Playful
Curious
Creat ive
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Th in k in g  b ack ...

▸ What did you want to be when 
you grew up? 

▸ What careers were you aware of? 
▸ Share a t ime that you developed 

a spark of interest in a career 
during your TK-12 educat ion.
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Overv iew
1. W hat  is STEAM?
2. W hat  can  career 

aw areness look like in  
k indergarten?

3. Experience STEAM
4.Reflect  and Debrief
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STEAM   
ARCHITECTS

Lacy Szuwalsk i
STEAM Ar chitec t
lszuwalsk i@sandi.net
@lacyszu

Z oë Randall
STEAM Ar chitec t
zr andall@sandi.net
@cr eat ivePBL
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NGSS P BL
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HABITS of 
MIND
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Goal: 

Con n ect  
st ud en t s t o  
t h e ad u lt  
w or ld .





1.
W h at  d oes 
career  
aw aren ess look  
l ik e in  
Kin d erg ar t en ?
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Unit 2
Wild About Weather



Meteorologists
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Lin k  t o  
Fl ip g r id

https://info.flipgrid
.com/

https://info.flipgrid.com/


Unit 5
Animal Ambassadors





Did  you know there a re 
wild  a n im a ls  in  

Sa n  Die g o ?















#7 Questioning and Problem Posing 

I can find the 
problem!



Q uest ion : 

What  d o  you  th ink 
an imals d o  when  they get  

sick or  a r e hur t?



What  d o  you  d o when  you  
get  sick or  a r e hur t?



Tur n  and  ta lk: 

What  d o  you  th ink 
an imals d o  

when  they get  
sick or  a r e hur t?



Pr o ject  
Wild life

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCFmPxnOSbE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCFmPxnOSbE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCFmPxnOSbE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCFmPxnOSbE


Tur n  and  ta lk: 

What  a r e you  th inking?
What  a r e you  feeling?



Find  
a  

Par tner



Let ’s go  on  a  sa fa r i!



1. P ro je c t  W ild life  
Sp e c ia lis t

1. Sa n  Die g o  Zoo  
Sa fa ri P a rk Se n io r 
Bird  Ke e p e r

1. Se a W orld  Re scu e  
Am b a ssa d o r

https://vimeo.com/312817814/d93c3e2832
https://vimeo.com/312817814/d93c3e2832


MODEL W it h  
LEGO

▸ With your partner, 
build a habitat  for 
your animal.

▸ Include everything 
it  needs to survive.
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Shar e: 

1. Your  an imal’s hab ita t
2.What  you  b u ilt  to  help  it  

su r vive.



REFLECTION
AND 
DEBRIEF

▸ What are you thinking after 
knowing how kindergarteners 
might experience the world of 
work?

▸ What did you take away from 
this experience that can 
apply to your work?

36



Please p rov id e 
us feed b ack  on  
ou r  session .

Feedback Link: 

ht tps:/ / forms.gle/
54TWHSsfUTWt6P
GP7

https://forms.gle/54TWHSsfUTWt6PGP7


Ad d it ional 
In form at ion :

Un it  Flow  an d  NGSS 
St an d ard s
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An imals l ive in  envir onments tha t  
help  them sur vive

Animals live 
in  d if feren t  

environments

An imals 
ea t  

d if feren t
th ings

An imals f ind  
their  food

in  their  
environment

An imals need
d ifferen t  th ings 

to  survive

The environment  
is a  

system tha t  help s 
an imals survive 

Lesson 1
Lesson 2

Lesson 3
Lesson 4

Lesson 5 Lesson 6
Lesson 7
Lesson 8

Lesson 9
Lesson 10
Lesson 11
Lesson 12
Lesson 13

Anchor  Phenomenon

Invest iga t ive Phenomenon

Lesson 14- Stud ents share their  ref lect ion  on  learn ing



Kindergarten 
Performance Expectat ion
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Kindergarten 
Performance Expectat ion

4 1



An im al Am b assad ors 
Pro ject

Career  Sp ot l ig h t  
Vid eos
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Wildlife Specialist
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoC5D5-yu_k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoC5D5-yu_k


SeaWorld Rescue Ambassador
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7ofPcn1_c4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7ofPcn1_c4


San Diego Zoo Safari Park Bird Keeper
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https://vimeo.com/312817814/d93c3e2832
https://vimeo.com/312817814/d93c3e2832


St ud en t  W ork
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Animal Habitats - Suns et  View Elem enta ry Kinderga rten
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Human Impact PSA Project  - E.B. Scripps  Elem enta ry TK
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwd28hh2fhE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwd28hh2fhE


100 Pieces of Lit ter - Sessions Elementary School 4 9
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